Endothelial and myocyte apoptosis--role of angiotensin II.
Recent studies have assessed the role of angiotensin II in apoptosis and the effects of the angiotensin II type 1 (AT1) and type 2 (AT2) receptor subtypes. A complex picture is emerging with cell-specific effects of AT1 and AT2 receptors, and differential effects dependent on pathology. In vitro studies have shown that angiotensin II mediated apoptosis in myocytes and endothelium. More recent in vivo studies have shown the prevention and regression of vascular lesions by apoptosis induction with medications (including AT1 receptor inhibitor).